Week Ending Friday, September 19, 2008

Remarks on Hurricane Ike Recovery
Efforts

September 13, 2008

Good morning. I just finished a video con-
ference with Secretary Chertoff, Director
Paulison, and other people about Hurricane
Ike.

Obviously, this is a huge storm that is caus-
ing a lot of damage not only in Texas but
also in parts of Louisiana. The storm has yet
to pass, and I know there are people con-
cerned about their lives. Some people didn’t
evacuate when asked, and I've been briefed
on the rescue teams there in the area.
They're prepared to move as soon as weather
conditions permit. Obviously, people on the
ground there are sensitive to helping people
and are fully prepared to do so.

Secondly, I've asked Secretary Chertoff to
go down as soon as weather conditions per-
mit. I suspect he’ll be able to get down to
Texas this afternoon and will be in the gulf
coast region, hopefully, within a reasonable
period of time to help the State of Texas offi-
cials, as well as local officials, begin the re-
covery effort. There’s going to be a need for
Federal, State, and local coordination as this
storm moves through east Texas.

Obviously, there will be concerns about
electricity. We've got generators in place,
generators moving into the area to help.
Theyll be concerned about water and ice.
Theyll be concerned about energy, and I'm
concerned about energy.

This administration has moved quickly.
Last night, we suspended EPA waivers on
certain reformulated gasolines, which will
make it easier for imports from abroad to
make it into our markets. In the meantime,
the Department of Energy, the Federal
Trade Commission, and I know State au-
thorities will be monitoring gasoline prices
to make sure consumers are not being
gouged; make sure consumers are being
treated fairly.

As this massive storm moves through the
gulf coast, people of that area can be rest
assured that the American people will be
praying for them and will be ready to help
once the storm moves on.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:39 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
September 13, 2008

Good morning. This week, Americans
marked 7 years since the terrorist attacks that
shook our Nation on September the 11th,
2001. On that day, we witnessed unspeakable
destruction perpetrated by evil men, but we
also witnessed selfless acts of valor and com-
passion performed by courageous citizens.
And we saw the strength of the American
people as they rallied in defense of the Na-
tion.

On Thursday, I dedicated a new 9/11 me-
morial at the Pentagon. In the years to come,
parents will visit this site to remember chil-
dren who boarded Flight 77 for a field trip
and never emerged from the wreckage. Hus-
bands and wives will visit the memorial to
remember spouses who left for work one
morning and never returned home. And peo-
ple from across our Nation will visit to re-
member the heroism of rescue workers who
rushed into the burning Pentagon to save the
lives of their fellow citizens.

Seven years after the attacks of 9/11, this
spirit of heroism lives on. We see it in the
courageous members of the United States
Armed Forces. These brave men and women
have volunteered to defend our Nation dur-
ing a time of war. Every day, they are con-
fronting our enemies abroad so we do not
have to face them here at home. And because
of their efforts, our Nation is safer today than
it was 7 years ago.
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